Transportation, Housing and Urban Development
The following appropriations requests were submitted by Senator Merkley to the
Appropriations Committee for consideration as part of the Transportation, Housing
and Urban Development and Related Agencies appropriations bill for fiscal year
2011.

Office of the Secretary Requests

Project: Oil Spill Response Fleet Upgrade and First Responder Training
Requestor: Maritime Fire and Safety Association, Portland, OR

Account: TPR&D — Transportation Planning, Research and Development

Amount Requested: $471,000

Description: The Maritime Fire and Safety Association (MFSA) is seeking funding for

upgrades to its oil spill response fleet and training for first responder partners in Washington and
Oregon. The requested funding will help the MFSA and its partners prevent spills in Northwest
waterways through regular training and protect the water resources and communities of the
Pacific Northwest through timely and effective response to maritime spills. Funding will be used
to repower four oil spill response vessels, upgrade the fleet’s Skimmer Systems, and conduct
ongoing shipboard fire training for Oregon and Washington land-based fire personnel.

Project Justification: This request helps MFSA meet its federal commitments. Coast Guard
regulations pertaining to oil spill response and marine firefighting require that owners and
operators of tank vessels carrying oil as primary cargo must identify resource providers with
whom they have contracted for specific services such as structural stability assessments, salvage
planning, emergency towing and lightering, and special salvage operations, and must ensure by
contract or other approved means that the resource providers are capable of providing the
services within the timeframes required by the regulations. All salvage and marine firefighting
resource providers (including their ability to respond to oil spills and shipboard fires) must be
integrated into the vessel response plans. As the primary first responder for the lower Columbia
and Willamette River transportation system, it is critical that the MFSA and its partners have the
equipment and training needed to meet these requirements.

Federal Aviation Administration Requests

Project: Airport Runway and Taxiway Strengthening

Requestor: Columbia Gorge Regional Airport, Dallesport, WA

Account: Airport Improvement Program

Amount Requested: $3,500,000

Description: Columbia Gorge Regional Airport is an integral part of the regional airport

system. While updating the Airport Master Plan it was determined that the existing pavement
strength is below the strength needed for use of the runway for some of its users. The airport’s
primary runway has a slight hump, impairing end-to-end line of sight. This project consists of
removing existing pavement surface course, base material, removing earth to remedy the line-of-



sight safety hazard, installing crushed aggregate base and resurfacing the runway with high-
density asphalt, to increase runway weight-bearing integrity from 15,000 to approximately
60,000 gross vehicle weights.

Project Justification: This project will reduce transportation costs, produce economic benefits,
increase safety, link critical elements of the regional transportation network, and improve the
utilization of the existing transportation.

Project: Burns Airport Terminal Apron Rehabilitation

Requestor: City of Burns, OR

Account: Airport Improvement Program

Amount Requested: $843,360

Description: The project will mobilize equipment and replace the crumbling west

section of the aircraft parking ramp. Funding will be spent removing the old materials and
placing new base material and new concrete, developing drain systems, purchasing and installing
aircraft tie downs and pavement markings, and engineering services. The preliminary
engineering has been completed. There will be no environmental issues since this is a
replacement project. Approximately $280,000 will be used as matching funds for the Connect
Oregon 111 project that the city has applied for.

Project Justification: The project provides for safer airport operations for pilots and visiting
citizens, thus enhancing airport use and generating additional revenue for the city of Burns. In
addition, the project will create jobs and circulate money in an area that is experiencing 19
percent unemployment. These jobs will greatly assist the economic recovery in Harney County.
The accompanying match is for another $1.4 million project that will bring the airport’s fire
suppression capabilities up to federal standards and erase a state moratorium on construction.
This $1.4 million project will lend itself to further economic recovery by employing even more
individuals and, therefore, helping remove people from unemployment and welfare rolls.

Project: Burns Airport Water System

Requestor: City of Burns, OR

Account: Airport Improvement Program

Amount Requested: $666,000

Description: The project will build fire suppression systems for the Burns Municipal

Airport, thereby removing the moratorium on construction placed on the airport by the State Fire
Marshall. The project would consist of constructing a water storage tank, drilling a groundwater
well, installing booster pumps, and laying pipe and installing fire hydrants. This would bring the
City into compliance with the 2,000 gpm for two hours as required by federal fire codes. The
completed system will consist of a well, storage facility, main line, fire hydrants, and will enable
the City to protect new construction at the airport through mandatory sprinkler systems as well as
adequate hydrant and water supply infrastructure.

Project Justification: This project will create jobs and circulate money in an area that is
experiencing 19 percent unemployment. These jobs are a step in assisting the economic
recovery of Burns. The completion of the project would allow for increased economic
development at the airport, which is zoned enterprise. This means more incentives for business
and industry to locate here with long-term facilities and jobs.

Project: Del Norte County Airport Terminal
Requestor: Del Norte County Airport, Crescent City, California



Account: Airport Improvement Program

Amount Requested: $1,720,000

Description: The funds will be spent on labor, materials, and professionals to design,
manage and construct initial site preparation and design work for the airport project which
includes construction of a replacement passenger terminal building to handle peak traffic
demands, commercial aircraft parking apron, landside vehicle roads and pedestrian circulation, a
new entrance road, and a 177-space vehicle parking lot. The new passenger terminal facility will
accommodate ticketing/check-in positions, passenger and baggage security screening areas,
passenger secure holding areas, air carrier support space, retail and food concession services, and
baggage handling and claim systems. The commercial aircraft parking apron is designed to
accommodate two design aircraft for this category of runway, currently served by commuter type
turbo-prop aircraft with a 30-seat passenger capacity. The airport project will provide long-term
economic benefits to the region by creating 450 temporary jobs over three years and two
permanent jobs. The airport project will help improve the short- long-term economic viability of
the region; improve the quality of the living and working environment of a community through
air transportation; potentially attract other air carriers to provide northbound service; enhance
tourism to the area; and enhance emergency medical transportation to distant trauma centers. All
funding opportunities are being explored.

Project Justification: Del Norte County Regional Airport, Jack McNamara Field (CEC) is an
economic engine for the region. At any time, between 3-51 percent of the ridership is from
Oregon. To remain economically competitive, the border coast region needs direct access to
other regional, urban and global markets that McNamara Field affords. Without the
sustainability of this transportation mode, the vitality of the communities would diminish.
Airports create jobs both directly and indirectly which is good for the taxpayers.

Federal Highway Administration Requests

Project: 13™ & May Street Pedestrian Safety Improvements

Requestor: City of Hood River, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $450,000

Description: The City of Hood River will design and construct a comprehensive ADA

accessible "Pedestrian Improvement" project that includes traffic light and pedestrian crossing
lights, enhanced pedestrian facilities, better lighting, and turn lanes to State Highway 287 (13th
Street) which is classified as a major arterial. The intersection of 13th & May St. has been
considered a dangerous intersection for many years. Currently, elementary aged children are
forced to cross a multi-lane, arterial street when walking to and from school. Due to topography
and line of sight, pedestrians are in a “blind spot” when starting to cross the intersection.
Project Justification: 13th Street is a federally supported state highway identified as State
Route 281. This project would improve pedestrian safety at a major intersection and support
community livability upgrades.

Project: 19" St Extension — Redmond to Deschutes Junction
Requestor: Deschutes County, OR
Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation



Amount Requested: $1,145,500

Description: This project would construct approximately six miles of new road,
extending 19™ Street from its existing terminus (southest side of the City of Redmond) to
Deschutes Market Road at Deschutes Junction (US 97 interchange - midway between Redmond
and Bend). The road to be constructed would consist of a 32-foot wide paved surface - two
travel lanes and paved shoulders (county rural arterial standard).

Project Justification: This project would provide a vital transportation link to large regional
attractors in the Redmond area including the Redmond Airport, Deschutes County Fair and Expo
Center, a large existing business/industrial area, and a 945 acre state owned parcel targeted for
large-lot industrial development. This project would enhance future economic growth and
development opportunities in the region.

Project: 99W / Elwert / Kruger / Sunset Intersection Safety Improvements
Requestor: City of Sherwood, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $1,000,000

Description: Federal funds would be used along with local match to re-align Elwert

Road and Kruger Road to address safety and mobility issues at this intersection. The project
would meet RTP goals of emphasizing effective and efficient management of the transportation
system, and enhancing safety and security. The project increases the safety of the transportation
system for both motorized and non-motorized users. It increases the accessibility and mobility
of people and for freight. The project also promotes efficient system management and operation.
Funds would be utilized to realign the Elwert Road approach so that intersection at Hwy 99W is
closer to 90 degrees, relocate and realign Kruger Road to intersect Elwert Road at least 500 feet
from the Hwy 99W intersection, install/upgrade the traffic signal and crosswalks at
99W/Elwert/Sunset Boulevard, construct ada sidewalks, bike lanes, install streetlights, as well as
striping and signage.

Project Justification: Due to recent growth in regional traffic volumes and continued
development in west Sherwood, the Elwert Road corridor between Highway 99W and Edy Road
has become an increasing concern for safety and mobility. The intersection of Elwert
Road/Highway 99W has long been a safety concern for the region, which has recently been
verified by Washington County’s SPIS ranking of the intersection as the 24th highest safety
priority intersection in the county. The project will re-configure the intersection approaches as
well as the traffic signal to address conflicts between westbound vehicles from 99W and from
the north leg of Elwert Road. The project will mitigate traffic system deficiencies and improve
pedestrian crossing safety, in order to improve mobility and safety at the intersection.

Project: Avenue U Bridge Replacement

Requestor: City of Seaside, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $1,145,500

Description: Funds will be used to replace the existing Avenue U Bridge over the

Necanicum River. The existing bridge is a functionally obsolete structure that was built in the
early 1950’s. It is a 4-bent, creosoted wooden pile structure that does not meet any seismic
standards. There is a narrow sidewalk on the north side of the bridge that is not ADA compliant,
and there is no sidewalk on the south side. The bridge is adjacent to U.S. Highway 101 where
there is a signal controlled intersection at Avenue U. Southbound truck traffic on the highway



cannot make the right turn movement onto the bridge without encroaching into oncoming traffic.
The bridge is not wide enough to accommodate a smooth flow of traffic on and off the bridge,
causing backups on the local road and the highway. There is not room for proper pedestrian
access, bicycle lanes, or a right turn lane and the project would improve function of the highway
and the intersection.

The Avenue U corridor is a critical tsunami evacuation route for a large portion of the population
at the south end of town, as well as a route for commerce into the south end of Seaside. It is
imperative that this bridge maintains its structural integrity in the event of seismic activity or
tsunami because it is a vital transportation link for evacuation as well as rescue and recovery
operations.

Project Justification: This project would improve traffic flow to a busy commerce route,
Highway 101. Also, in the event of a natural disaster, this bridge would improve evacuation
procedures.

Project: Badger Hill Realignment (Crooked River Ranch)

Requestor: Crooked River Ranch Special Road District, Crooked River Ranch, OR
Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $300,000

Description: Funds would support the realignment and the reconstruction of

approximately 1,000 feet of roadway. Badger Hill has had several accidents and subsequently
had to be closed, causing traffic rerouting. The road needs engineering and construction as soon
as possible.

Project Justification: The realignment would add to the safety of the residents and help as a
collector road for exiting the larger part of the residents. This project will also benefit the fire
department vehicles and school buses that use this route.

Project: CEDCO Waterfront Development Infrastructure

Requestor: Coquille Indian Tribe, North Bend, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation
Amount Requested: $1,145,500

Description: The project is located on land owned by the Coquille Economic

Development Corporation (CEDCO), a Tribally chartered corporation that is wholly owned by
the Coquille Indian Tribe. CEDCO’s main purposes include identifying and evaluating profitable
economic development opportunities for the Tribe and operating established Tribal businesses.
In 2004, CEDCO purchased 53.5 acres of deep draft port land abutting Highway 101, just north
of the Mill-Casino Hotel. An 18 month master planning process involving employees, Tribal
members and the community at large determined that a mixed use retail development was the
highest and best use of this property. Two separate anchor tenants are interested in locating at
the site, however the downturn in the economy has affected sales projections for both retailers.
The project would be possible if funding for basic infrastructure could be located. Funds will be
used for traffic signalization, railroad crossings, and site modifications. Engineering is 80-85
percent complete, and all approvals are in place, except that of the new railroad owner.

Funds will also support on and off site infrastructure needs, including electrical, water, sewer,
broadband, storm water outfalls, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, streets (publicly dedicated) and City
sewer pump station upgrades.

Project Justification: With the completed infrastructure, one of two large anchor tenants will be



located on the waterfront property. During the construction, 150-200 construction jobs will be
created for 14-15 months. Anchor Tenant 1, a national retail chain, will employ 240 full time
employees, and Anchor Tenant 2, also a national retail chain, will employ 120-150 full time
employees. All jobs created by either of these tenants are new jobs to the area. Either of these
stores represents approximately a $17-25 million increase to the tax base for the city of North
Bend. In addition to a large anchor tenant, there will be space for some small mixed retail,
potential for one or more waterfront businesses, and water dependent activities along with a
pedestrian walkway in the buffer.

Project: Chehalem Historic Greenway Trail

Requestor: Chehalem Parks and Recreation District, Chehalem, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $500,000

Description: The overall project includes planning, design, and construction of a 29.7 —

mile historic greenway trail connecting the cities of Dundee and Newberg, OR, with a trail along
the Willamette River. This specific project would fund five miles of trail to be used for bicycle
and pedestrian access and to provide a safe route to two elementary schools, a middle school,
public park and pool facilities, and historic resources. The historic greenway trail will serve
pedestrians, bicyclists, and hikers, and will connect numerous historical areas and natural areas.
Primary trails run along major greenways: Willamette River; Hess Creek; Springbrook Creek;
and Chehalem Creek. The new trail system will eventually connect to the regional trail systems
that run along the Willamette River from the Portland area via Champoeg Park and from
Willsonville to Corvallis. It will also connect to the trail system that runs from Portland to the
coast via Forest Grove, Hillsboro, and Beaverton. The overall project also includes restoration of
greenways, invasive species eradication, restoration of native vegetation, water quality
improvements, and improvements to benefit native fish and other species. Additional benefits
will be an increase in tourism and economic development, safe routes for children to get to and
from schools, and improved health through access to recreational facilities.

Project Justification: This project would provide access within urban areas and to schools and
natural areas via non-motorized vehicle traffic, thereby reducing vehicle miles travelled and
emission of greenhouse gases. In addition, it provides a safe route to schools for children via
bicycle or walking as opposed to by car. This project will improve quality of life, health, and
safety.

Project: City of Lakeside Transportation System Improvement Plan
Requestor: City of Lakeside, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $1,145,500

Description: Lakeside is a small municipality without a tax base that supports its

citizens by operating a wastewater treatment plant. The city struggles to find funding to upgrade
the many poorly rated gravel/dirt roads. Funding will be used to upgrade high priority roads and
right of ways within the city of Lakeside and associated drainage ways. The Dyer Partnership, a
Coos Bay Engineering Firm, has designed all construction elements. The projects has broad
community support.

Project Justification: Funding this project will immediately put federal tax dollars into local
Oregon South Coast contracting firms. These improvements are necessary to a community
evolving from a logging mill town to a tourist attraction on the South Coast. Improved roads and



drainages will improve the “downtown” area for the local businesses and to our many summer
visitors. The city will develop separate Bid Packets for each road segment and scheduling to
ensure several different qualified South Coast contractors have the opportunity to be awarded
work and tax dollars are wisely spent.

Project: Community Access Improvements

Requestor: City of Bend, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $750,000

Description: This project would add sidewalks and related curb ramps in high-use

pedestrian areas around the City of Bend. The City of Bend recently facilitated an educational
curb ramp forum to receive community feedback on the priority zone areas that the City should
focus its resources on enhancing. The top two areas that have been identified are the Downtown
core and Medical overlay district. The requested funding will be used to supplement the current
capital funding, and increase the connectivity of the areas impacted by these enhancements.
Project Justification: Currently, the City’s accessibility program is focused on meeting the
terms of two settlement agreements (U.S. Department of Justice and Disability Rights Oregon)
with a focus on installing curb ramps to correct existing deficiencies. Curb ramps are a direct
benefit to the community, however without sidewalks connecting access to essential programs,
services, and activities the benefits are muted; access would be enhanced by the allocation of this
funding. By developing a program for sidewalks and curb ramps, the current fragmented process
(of building curb ramps without connectivity) will become a holistic approach that can benefit
the community as a whole.

Project: Deep Creek Curves, Hwy 140 East

Requestor: Lake County, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $1,145,500

Description: These funds will be used to re-align sharp curves and narrow roadway

along Deep Creek in the Deep Creek Canyon near Adel, Oregon in Lake County. Currently
there are severe length restrictions on Highway 140 east of Lakeview, which hinders local
commerce between Lakeview and the Warner Valley, and prohibits most Interstate truck traffic
through Southern Oregon between Klamath Falls, Oregon (State Highway 97) and Winnemucca,
Nevada. (Interstate 80) Further impact is on the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) wild horse
management program in southeast Oregon, and wildfire prevention and response to BLM lands
and the two Federal Wildlife Reserves in the region.

Project Justification: This project will re-establish commerce opportunities in outlying areas
of eastern Lake County, and in conjunction with the Doherty Slide Curve Realignment, Lake
County could once again become a freight center, with points of access to Oregon from both
Nevada and California. This will stimulate economic stability and future growth in our frontier-
rural community.

Project: Doherty Slide, Hwy 140 East
Requestor: Lake County, OR
Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $1,145,500
Description: These funds will be used to re-align sharp curves and narrow roadway



along Deep Creek in the Deep Creek Canyon near Adel, Oregon in Lake County. Currently
there are severe length restrictions on Highway 140 east of Lakeview, which hinders local
commerce between Lakeview and the Warner Valley, and prohibits most Interstate truck traffic
through Southern Oregon between Klamath Falls, Oregon (State Highway 97) and Winnemucca,
Nevada. (Interstate 80) Further impact is on the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) wild horse
management program in southeast Oregon, and wildfire prevention and response to BLM lands
and the two Federal Wildlife Reserves in the region.

Project Justification: This project will re-establish commerce opportunities in outlying areas
of eastern Lake County, and in conjunction with the Deep Creek Curves project, Lake County
could once again become a freight center, with points of access to Oregon from both Nevada and
California. This will stimulate economic stability and future growth in our frontier-rural
community.

Project: Downtown Riverfront Access: Washington St/ Railroad Undercrossing
Requestor: City of The Dalles, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $1,145,500

Description: The freeway and the railroad separate The Dalles from the Columbia

River, precluding pedestrians and vehicles from accessing the river from the downtown area and
the rest of the community. This project proposes to link the downtown with the river's edge via
two access tunnels one for pedestrians only at Washington Street under the railroad; and another
for both pedestrians and vehicles at Union Street under the freeway with a Marine Terminal at
the end of Union. The Union Street vehicle underpass is complete. This request is for Phase 11:
Washington Street Connector includes new street construction along West First Street. A new
pedestrian crossing, ADA accessible, under the railroads tracks and sidewalk among West First
Street is also included. This project will reconnect the community to the river, and all of the
resources along the river, including the Riverfront Trail, and the Lewis and Clark campsite at
Rock Fort. This project will also help bring private investment into the adjacent blighted
downtown area.

Project Justification: This project creates the opportunity for economic diversity in The Dalles
downtown area while attracting tourists and locals to the historic riverfront connection.

Project: Downtown Streets Development and Revitalization

Requestor: City of Medford, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation
Amount Requested: $1,145,500

Description: This is a brand new downtown redevelopment project focusing on

financial, recreational, employment and housing revitalization of an eight-block area. This will
include signal upgrades and new sidewalks.

Project Justification: This is a downtown, redevelopment project with a partnership between
the City of Medford, Medford Urban Renewal Agency, and the private sector to draw new
commercial and retail services to the area, typical of a regional center. Funding will create short-
and long-term employment, make the streets and intersections safer for automobiles and
pedestrians, as well as create new parks for increased livability.

Project: Engineering Design for Lommen Bridge Replacement
Requestor: Tillamook County Public Works, Tillamook, OR



Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $450,000

Description: Lommen Bridge was constructed in 1955 and is concrete on spread
footings. The bridge is functionally obsolete due to narrow roadway width. The bridge is scour
critical with a long history of scour problems. Tillamook County has had a series of flood events
many of which have been federally declared disasters. During the 1996 flood event, the bridge
experienced extreme lateral forces due to a log jam against the bridge. Repairs included scour
protection and steel shoring of the cross beams. As a result of three flood events in 2008
and20009, the bridge again experienced extreme lateral forces from a log jam. After the flooding
in 2007, Tillamook County placed survey points on the bridge to monitor movement. The
Surveyor’s data indicated that the bridge had moved 0.2 feet. The cracks are also getting larger.
In2009, bridge inspectors rated the bridge a “4”. This is based on a possible score of 100 and
ranks the Lommen Bridge as one of the lowest scoring bridges in the state. Based on one of the
lowest sufficiency ratings in the state, Public Works has concluded that it is in the best interest of
the travelling public to close Lommen Bridge during any future flood events. Closure of
Lommen Bridge will result in all traffic that normally uses the Miami-Foley Road to re-route and
use HWY 101 through Wheeler, Rockaway and Garibaldi, a 37-mile detour which will cause a
hardship to businesses, local residents, emergency responders, and the travelling public.

Project Justification: The project is to replace a bridge that is the County transportation
backbone of north rural Tillamook County. If this bridge experiences further degradation in
future storm events, this will negatively impact business and movement of commerce in the
community. This is a safety concern — this bridge could fail with traffic on the bridge.

Project: Fremont/Hwy 197 Overpass: Phase | Right of Way Acquisitions & Design
Requestor: City of The Dalles, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $1,145,500

Description: There has been a need to separate the local residential traffic of Fremont

Street from the regional traffic of U.S. Highway 197 in eastern The Dalles. The Fremont
Overpass would involve building a bridge to allow Fremont Street to cross over Highway 197.
Accident history is driving the need for the grade separation. The construction of a left turn lane
on U.S. 197 helped, but problems continue. There has been significant growth in the area served
by Fremont Street; new single-family homes, a private assisted living complex, and a Veteran’s
Nursing Home. The push for additional single-family-dwellings needed to fuel local economic
recovery continues to add to the traffic load using the intersection. In fact, fifty acres of buildable
land has just been made available for sale. The school district #has completed a strategic
planning process to build a new elementary school in this area. All of this activity drives the need
to construct the Fremont Overpass. The city is requesting funds for final project engineering and
design

Project Justification: Both Wasco County and the City of The Dalles have committed three
years of federal funds, totaling about $900,000 to the overall project. With the growth of family
residents in the area, the current interchange is a hazard at best. This is a safety issue, and the
overpass would not only benefit residents of Wasco County, but tourists and travelers as well.

Project: Gable Road Safety Improvements Project
Requestor: City of St. Helens, OR
Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation



Amount Requested: $1,145,500

Description: Preliminary design is complete and funds will be used for final
engineering design and construction of improvements to a 0.72-mile stretch of Gable Road,
including wider travel lanes, the addition of bicycle lanes, the addition of ADA compliant
sidewalks, and construction of storm drain facilities. Gable Road is classified as a Minor
Avrterial street and currently has sub-standard width travel lanes with no pedestrian or bicycle
facilities. The roadway has historically been a rural County road, but as development has
increased over the years, the area has been incorporated into the City of St. Helens. Traffic
counts are approaching 5,000 ADT and continue to increase with the addition of subdivisions
and commercial development. The preliminary design for proposed improvements includes
construction of new ADA compliant sidewalks to provide safe access for the many school
children attending the local high school located on Gable Road and seniors from the adjacent
assisted living facility; addition of bicycle lanes; improving the roadway alignment within the
right-of-way to provide better sight distance; removal of the existing asphalt and construction of
proper subbase and new asphalt wearing surface for the entire length; and construction of a
public storm drainage system. All improvements will be designed and constructed to meet the
city’s Minor Arterial street standards.

Project Justification: Gable Road has the second highest traffic counts of all roads in
Columbia County, and is the primary route to the southwest portion of the City of St. Helens, St.
Helens High School, and the major commercial area of the city. The existing two-lane road is in
extremely poor condition with substandard width travel lanes, little to no shoulders, no bicycle or
pedestrian facilities, inadequate storm drainage, and a deteriorating wearing surface. However,
Gable Road serves as a principal access to St. Helens High School, which is located near the
intersection of Gable Road and Highway 30. The majority of developable commercial,
industrial, and residential properties in St. Helens are located in the southwest section of the
city’s Urban Growth Area and traffic counts will continue to increase as these areas are
developed. Gable Road improvements are supported by all major stakeholders in the
community. The Gable Road Improvement Project complies with the city’s Transportation
Master Plan and is identified there as the highest priority transportation project within the city.

Project: [-205 Multi-use Path

Requestor: Oregon Department of Transportation, Salem, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $1,145,500

Description: The 1-205 Multi-Use Path is an important north/south connection through

the Portland/ Vancouver metro region for bicyclists and pedestrians. The path runs along 1-205
for approximately 16 miles from 82nd Drive in Gladstone through Clackamas County and east
Portland before crossing the Columbia River into Vancouver. Because it runs along TriMet’s
Red and Green MAX light rail lines, the path serves as an important connection to the region’s
excellent public transportation system, allowing people to walk or ride part of their journey and
use MAX for the remainder of their trip. Conditions along the path vary widely. In some areas,
the environment is quiet and the path runs along parkland; in others, the path is located within a
few feet of the freeway, providing users no respite from the noise and exhaust of up to 150,000
vehicles per day, which may deter some from using the path. Although the path is physically
separated and often buffered from motor vehicle traffic, frequent at-grade crossings of major
streets may cause users to avoid certain sections of the path. ODOT has completed a study that
evaluated the need for improvements, including safety upgrades, illumination, crossings,



signage, and more. One priority is to improve the crossing at SE 92nd Avenue and Flavel by
constructing a segment extending over Johnson Creek, which would eliminate the need to travel
out of direction several blocks in order to cross the creek and pick the path up again.

Project Justification: Making the improvements identified in the study will make the path more
inviting and easier to navigate, providing a cost-effective and sustainable way of getting around
for people living in the region and making it easier for people to access public transportation.
Improvements to the 1-205 Multi-Use Path also represents a geographic, environmental justice
and equity investment as many of the residents who live adjacent to the path are from diverse
ethnic backgrounds, ages and incomes. Construction of a new segment of the 1-205 path that
would extend over Johnson Creek at SE 92" Ave and Flavel would make the path friendlier for
users, including schoolchildren at Kelly Elementary, a nearby school that participates in the Safe
Routes to School program.

Project: Medford Safe Sidewalks

Requestor: City of Medford, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $1,145,500

Description: For the construction of sidewalks including necessary improvements such

as storm drainage, curb and gutters on both partially improved and unimproved streets within a
one-mile radius of elementary schools. This project has been ongoing since 1986.

Project Justification: Safety: In 2002 there were 20 pedestrian/car accidents with 25 percent
of those occurring within walking distance of a school

Health: According to the Oregon Department of Education, studies have shown that active
children generally have higher attendance rates; reduced rates of behavioral referrals; increased
concentration; and better scores in math, reading and writing.

Environmental: Using sidewalks decreases auto emissions. Medford has air quality issues and
these issues have prevented several manufacturing businesses from locating here due to
particulate constraints (PM 10).

Project: Newberg - Dundee Transportation Improvement Project

Requestor: Oregon Department of Transportation, Salem, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $1,145,500

Description: Oregon 99W, a National Highway System route and designated freight

corridor, serves as a key connection between the communities of Yambhill County and the
Portland metro region, and it also faces heavy volumes of through traffic from people traveling
from the Portland area to popular tourist destinations like Spirit Mountain Casino and the Oregon
Coast. Traffic on OR 99W through Newberg and Dundee has increased significantly, to the point
that lines of vehicles on the highway often stretch for more than a mile in both directions.
Congestion and travel delays have reached unacceptable levels for those who live and work in or
travel through Newberg, Dundee and the surrounding areas, and traffic volumes are expected to
increase substantially in the future. Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) has been
working with communities in Yamhill County to develop solutions to these transportation
challenges. ODOT has developed the Newberg-Dundee Transportation Improvement Project,
which would build a new 11 mile section of highway to allow through traffic to bypass the
communities of Newberg and Dundee. Phase 1 of the Newberg-Dundee Bypass would build a
two lane rural highway that would run from OR 219 in Newberg and connect to OR 99W just



southwest of Dundee. Planned future phases would extend the Bypass route northeast from OR
219 to OR 99W and further southwest of Dundee on a route parallel to OR 99W. The project is
currently completing the NEPA process, with a record of decision expected by the end of 2010.
Project Justification: The project is designed to reduce congestion on OR 99W through
Newberg and Dundee and reduce the number of automobile crashes. This project will help
create jobs by facilitating efforts by communities in Yamhill County to attract industrial
development that is currently hindered by congestion that limits truck access. It will also
facilitate efforts to develop stronger downtowns in Newberg and Dundee and help improve
tourism opportunities for Oregon wine country. Coastal tourism will also benefit from a less
congested route to the Oregon Coast.

Project: Pesticide Reduction Pilot Program

Requestor: Oregon Department of Transportation, Salem, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $675,000

Description: Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) currently uses Integrated

Vegetation Management (IVM) Plans to minimize the use of chemicals in its management of
roadside vegetation for safety purposes. ODOT mows, brush cuts, hand trims, and sprays to keep
vegetation within desired condition levels. In order to develop alternatives to eliminate or
significantly reduce the use of herbicides and other chemicals for vegetation management along
highways, ODOT proposes a Comprehensive Vegetation Management Pilot Project. This pilot
will implement a "spray as a last resort” policy for 52 miles of Highway 36 in Lane County and
would review a variety of alternative vegetation management methods, including mechanical,
manual, thermal, and/or any other feasible methods that may be identified. This pilot program
will help ODOT identify alternatives to spraying chemicals for vegetation management and
better understand the pros and cons of the alternatives. The pilot would include:

* Inventorying noxious and invasive plants and providing GIS support to map identified areas;

* Mowing and other mechanical and manual means of removing vegetation;

* A final report after seven years of implementation.

Project Justification: The pilot program is designed to help develop less environmentally
damaging means of managing vegetation while maintaining safety. This effort could help inform
and catalyze similar efforts at multiple levels of government and improve public health by
reducing use of herbicides that can impact the health of animals and people.

Project: Rose Avenue Street Improvements

Requestor: City of Vernonia, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $500,000

Description: The Rose Avenue Street Improvement Project is borne out of necessity,

following devastating flooding which affected over 50 percent of the town in 2007- the second
500-year flood to hit the town in 11 years. The flood substantially damaged all of Vernonia’s
critical social and public services, including all the school buildings in the district, the health
clinic, dentist, food bank, senior center, optometrist, HeadStart, electric co-op and other essential
services. Rose Avenue Project is a mixed-use project, to be built on land transferred from the
Oregon Park and Recreation Department to the City. Located at the south municipal city limit, it
will serve as a Gateway to the community and will reestablish the town’s central business district
out of the flood plain. The Rose Avenue Project will see at a minimum the following



stakeholders secure a new location at this site: the health clinic, senior center, food bank, and
West Oregon Electric Cooperative. Due diligence and concept planning for the site are nearing
completion. The requested funds will help fund final engineering drawings and a portion of the
cost of street improvements in a two square block section of downtown Vernonia.

Project Justification: This project is a direct response to a federally declared disaster, and the
absolute need to move essential community functions out of the areas at risk of flooding in the
future. In addition, Vernonia is a small, lower income community (HUD: 67% of local
population is LMI households). It is also reasonably remote, requiring no less than 45 minutes
travel time to get to the nearest larger town and over an hour to get to a hospital. Assisting with
the systematic restoration of the central business district and the related relocation of core social
service providers and other essential services will help secure this community’s long-term
survival and prosperity. If the town fails, it will negatively impact Oregon far beyond the city
limits. This project is important and is similar in character to the rebuilding of the Vernonia
School District, which is also a project requesting appropriations funds. Assisting this
community recover from a natural disaster, retain its identity and independence is critical. The
residents of Vernonia have shown their commitment to saving their community through disaster
recovery processes, affirming new investment and support for the electric co-op, sewer bond and
just last November voted in a $13 million school bond.

Project: SE 9" Street Arterial Link Project

Requestor: City of Redmond, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $1,145,500

Description: The project would construct an 0.8 mile segment of new arterial roadway

(SE 9™ Street) through the old Juniper Golf Course (and current site of proposed Greenway
Business Center). A roundabout will be constructed at the southern connection with Airport
Way and traffic signal improvements will be constructed at the northern connection with Hwy
126. An existing 1.0 mile segment of SE 9™ Street will also be modernized to add bike lanes,
sidewalks, and turn lanes north of Hwy 126. The amount requested will construct a portion of
the project consisting of re-alignment of SE 9™ Street with Highway 126 and related intersection
improvements.

Project Justification: The project has significant state and local transportation system benefit as
well as significant economic development impact. The fully phased project will complete a vital
arterial roadway link which provide a local transportation alternative to US 97 and help preserve
and extend the recent federal and state investment in the US 97 Reroute Project through
Redmond. As the proposed new arterial link goes through the old Juniper Golf Course, this new
link will provide the access and backbone for the proposed Greenway Business Center
redevelopment project. This innovative and synergistic “green themed” development will not
only provide an outstanding new century economic development opportunity, but will also help
support, through lease revenue derived from FAA lease-hold land, the operations and
development of the Redmond Airport (Roberts Field).

Project: Sellwood Bridge Replacement Project
Requestor: Multnomah County, Portland, OR
Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $5,000,000
Description: This project replaces the current 80-year old, functionally and



structurally obsolete bridge (rating 2 out of 100). The locally-preferred alternative consists of 2
vehicle lanes (one in each direction), bicycle lanes and sidewalks on both sides of the bridge,
improved bridgehead connections and enhanced stormwater management. This project will
reduce congestion at each of the bridgeheads as well as enhance safety by reducing the hazard
of head-on collisions between vehicles traveling on the narrow lanes. Bicycle and pedestrian
facilities will replace the one narrow sidewalk and will bring the bridge into compliance with
the American with Disabilities Act (ADA). These improvements will also create better
connections to the trails at both ends of the bridge. Eliminating existing structural deficiencies
of the bridge will allow trucks, buses and emergency response vehicles weighing more than 10
tons to safely use the structure. Economic and congestion mitigation benefits will come from
removing the existing tight turning radii and weight restrictions that force trucks to travel out-
of-direction. The existing bridge is seismically vulnerable which will be corrected when a new
bridge is in place. Environmental benefits will also result from a new structure. The existing
structure discharges roadway stormwater runoff directly into the Willamette River, home to
several federally listed fish species. The new bridge will include state-of-the-art stormwater
treatment facilities to capture and treat run-off before it is released to the Willamette River.
Removing the current structure will also eliminate lead based paint from falling into the
Willamette River.

Project Justification: The purpose of the project is to replace the current bridge within its
existing east-west corridor with a structurally safe bridge with connections that accommodate
multi-modal mobility needs. The Sellwood Bridge is a regionally significant transportation
facility. It links two state highways and is the only crossing of the Willamette River in a 12-mile
reach. The Sellwood Bridge provides a critical segment for inter-county trips between
Multnomah, Clackamas and Washington Counties. The existing crossing is a narrow two-lane
bridge used by over 30,000 vehicles daily. It is the busiest 2-lane bridge in the State of Oregon. It
has narrow, substandard sidewalk and no bike lanes. Congested conditions and slow travel
speeds occur because the travel demand served by the Sellwood Bridge exceeds the available
capacity for several hours each day. The bridge is part of the regional freight and regional transit
system. However, in 2004, the County prohibited trucks and buses from using the bridge based
on the deteriorated structural integrity. This included approximately 100 Tri Met bus trips and
nearly 1,200 trucks from using the bridge daily. After 80 years, the Sellwood Bridge has reached
the end of its useful service life. The project will improve connections, operations and safety for
vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians.

Project: Tolo Transportation Planning

Requestor: Jackson County, Medford, OR

Account: Transportation and Community and System Preservation

Amount Requested: $400,000

Description: The Tolo area is within the County’s long-range future growth planning

project — Regional Problem Solving (RPS). RPS is a collaborative planning effort between
Jackson County and six cities, to determine where the region will grow over the next 50 years.
Currently 53 percent of the Tolo area is zoned for industrial use. The RPS plan anticipates
increasing the area’s industrially zoned land to 94 percent. Four separate facilities converge in
the Tolo area: the Central Oregon & Pacific Railroad, Highway 99, Highway 140 and Interstate
5. Jackson County and the City of Central Point understand the importance of this valuable
transportation resource and would like to facilitate the growth of the region’s industrial



tran